
“Levirite Marriage” 
 

 
 “When brothers reside together, and one of them dies and has no son, 
the wife of the deceased shall not be married outside the family to a 
stranger.  Her husband’s brother shall go in to her, taking her in marriage, 
and performing the duty of a husband’s brother to her, and the firstborn 
whom she bears shall succeed to the name of the deceased brother, so that 
his name may not be blotted out of Israel.”   Deuteronomy 25:5-7, NRSV 
 
 
 
 

Chalitzah 
 
 
 “But if the man has no desire to marry his brother’s widow, then his 
brother’s widow shall go up to the elders at the gate and say, ‘My husband’s 
brother refuses to perpetuate his brother’s name in Israel; he will not 
perform the duty of a husband’s brother to me.’ Then the elders of his town 
shall summon him and speak to him.  If he persists, saying, ‘I have no desire 
to marry her,’ then his brother’s wife shall go up to him in the presence of 
the elders, pull his sandal off his foot, spit in his face, and declare, ‘This is 
what is done to the man who does not build up his brother’s house.’ 
Throughout Israel his family shall be known as ‘the house of him whose 
sandal was pulled off.’”     Deuteronomy 25:7-10, NRSV 
 
 
 
(Eventually, the Rabbis ruled that the use of chalitzah was mandatory and 
outlawed levirate marriage.  However, if the brother-in-law refuses to 
perform chalitizah, the widow cannot remarry.  Onan’s choice, to “spill his 
seed,” is also condemned, for while he does marry his brother’s wife, he 
refuses to carry on his brother’s name.”  – Naomi M. Hyman, Biblical 
Women in the Midrash, A Sourcebook, 1998).   
 
 
 
 


